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Estimated HIV/AIDS Prevalence and New Infections 

by Transmission Category in the US (2006)
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INCARCERATION

ñWe must remember incarceration itself not just 
inadequate prevention and care behind bars contributes 
substantially to the global burden of HIV, particularly 
among drug users and sex workers.ò 

Jen Hecht, Stop AIDS Project SF
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US Population Under Correctional Supervision
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Note: Totals for 1998 through 2006 exclude probationers in jail or prison. 

US Department of Justice. Bureau of Justice Statistics. Key facts at a glance. 

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/glance/tables/corr2tab.htm. Accessed July 23, 2009.
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HIV in Older Populations

ÄIncreasing numbers of individuals 

surviving with HIV and AIDS

ÄCDC reported a 5-fold increase in 

HIV-positive patients

Â ²50 years of age between 

1990 and 20001

Ä11% of HIV+ patients ²50 yrs of 

age2

ÄChallenge of decreasing immune 

responses with time and 

increasing comorbidities that may 

affect toxicity and effectiveness of 

ART

Mack KA, Ory MG. J Acquir Immune Defic Syndr. 2003;33(suppl 2):S68-S752. 

Zingmond DS, et al. Am J Public Health. 2001;91:1117-1120. 
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ñHispanic Paradoxò
Ä While treatment response rates are consistently lower and 
mortality rates higher in blacksé

Ä Hispanics who also suffer disproportionately from poverty, 
excess incarceration, higher co -morbid conditions and 
substance use, but frequently have treatment response 
rates and mortality closer to  with whitesé

Â Heterogeneous country of origin, cultural norms, 
acculturation, migration status, ect . impact socioeconomic 
status and access to care 1

Â Widely held cultural values such as familismo
( family ),machismo ( virility, independence, male dominance) , 
Marianismo ( female  morally superior, virtuous but 
subordinate), fatilismo (fatalism) and confianza (trust) may 
have positive or negative influence care seeking and 
adherence to treatment

Â Biases in clinical trial enrollment may select out Latinos with 
least social (language barriers) and economic challenges 

1 Claudia Martorell HIV/AIDS and the Latino Populationa in the USéHIV/AIDS in US 

Communities of Color. V. Stone et  al. (eds) Springer 2009; 



POVERTY/COMPETING 
PRIORITIES/STIGMA

ñthey tell me I have HIV and 

I could die, but I canôt worry 

about that, I gottatake care 

of these kidsò

ñAren't you worried about 

getting AIDS?ò ñNo! Iôm 

not worried because we 

never did it in the butt!ò

Hessol et al. CID 2007:44:287-94

A tragic story of the life 

experience of a poor young 

black woman, intertwined with 

a not too subtle message of low 

health literacy, misconceptions 

of HIV risk and competing 

priorities that contribute to 

excess HIV disease and excess 

mortalityé



CHALLENGES
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ÅResearchersô BELIEFS and BIASES

ÅTUSKEGEE syphilis experiment

ÅFEAR and MISTRUST

ÅCultural BELIEFS and MYTHS

ÅNEGATIVE experiences

ÅCOMPLEX procedures

ÅRacial and Ethnic DISCRIMINATION;,

Issues Regarding Research



Are HIV/AIDS Conspiracy Beliefs a Barrier to HIV 
Prevention Among African Americans?" 
(source: Bogart LM, Thorburn S. JAIDS 2005; 38)

HIV/AIDS Conspiracy Belief Overall Men Women

Medicines to treat HIV are saving 

lives in the black community
38.4 42.0 36.5

A lot of information about AIDS is 

being held back from the public
58.8 62.6 56.8

AIDS has a cure, but it is being 

withheld from the poor
53.4 55.2 52.5

Government is telling the truth about 

AIDS
37.0 31.6 39.9



Urban MythMyth: Magic Johnson 

has beat HIV / AIDS, 
so no one has to 
worry.

Truth: Scientific 

research has provided 
Magic Johnson and 
others living with HIV 
an opportunity to live 
full lives as long as 
they take medications 
every day.



1933
299 men 
w/syphilis
201 no 
disease

1943

Penicillin accepted 

therapy ïgiven only if 

asked

1947

Nuremburg Code 

protects humans

1972

Trial Stopped

28 died from syphilis

100 related causes

40 wives

19 children

Tuskegee Time Line



Presidential Apology

President Clinton recounted the injustice done to the 
study participants and concluded, "what was done 
cannot be undone but we can end the silence. We can 
stop turning our heads away. We can look at you in 
the eye, and finally say, on behalf of the American 
people, what the United States government did was 
shameful and I am sorry."



TOWARD SOLUTIONS
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A comprehensive program to fight AIDS must 
include prevention, treatment and research

Imagine a 

full toolbox!

HSV-2/STI 

treatment

microbicides

Condoms

Behavioral 

counseling

Preventive 

vaccines

Prevention of 

mother-to-child 

transmission

Diaphragms/

cervical barrier 

methods

PrEP

Male circumcision

VCT counseling

Treatment

Research 

Prevention



Components of the Prevention Science
Research Continuum

Stage 1 Conceptual Stage 2 Experimental Stage 3 Applied

Phase 4
Effectiveness

Community 
Ownership

Long-term 
Acceptability

Program 
Implementation

Phase 2 Phase 3
Conceptual 
Development

Theory/
Biological 
Plausibility

Phase 1
Safety

Community 
Engagement

Community 
Awareness

Formative
Operations

Program 
Modeling

Hypothetical 
Acceptability

Experiential 
Acceptability

Clinical
Acceptability

Policy
ApplicationAdvocacy

Policy
Development

MacQueen KM, Cates W.  AJPM 2005;28(5)::491-5.









Community Engagement

Community engagement focuses on the 

development and maintenance of partnerships 

and quality relationshipswith a variety of 

stakeholders to develop trust and engage those 

partners in a shared vision. Community 

engagement requires commitment to a process 

of shared principles and values for the mutual 

benefit of all parties. 





INNOVATIVE 
APPROACHES
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Legacyôs Pilot Projects at 4 Sites

In Philadelphia:

× Build male outreach strategy

Rochester, NY:

× Explore using House Ball culture

In New York City:

× Building relationships with Latinos by 
working with a community based 
organization, AlianzaDominicana

In Birmingham, AL:

× Working with community partners to 
identify, recruit and retain a cohort of 
high risk women for future efficacy 
trials





Creative Ways to Work With Faith Communities?

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.christiantoday.com/files/min/min_20050308_tues7art.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.christiantoday.com/news/ministries/annual.black.church.week.of.prayer.for.healing.of.aids.begins/201.htm&h=271&w=200&sz=16&hl=en&start=22&tbnid=G7Cgs7yI84T3DM:&tbnh=113&tbnw=83&prev=/images?q=black+church&start=20&ndsp=20&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&rls=RNWE,RNWE:2005-07,RNWE:en&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sfgate.com/c/pictures/2006/01/19/ba_blackgay129_la.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/object/article?o=0&f=/c/a/2006/01/19/MNGK3GPM6L1.DTL&h=337&w=600&sz=60&hl=en&start=38&tbnid=GEkB5DULZ8tIbM:&tbnh=76&tbnw=135&prev=/images?q=black+church&start=20&ndsp=20&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&rls=RNWE,RNWE:2005-07,RNWE:en&sa=N
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://everyscreen.com/photos_04/LondonBlackChurch_01.jpg&imgrefurl=http://everyscreen.com/views/civilization.htm&h=422&w=650&sz=86&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=bMcPFxMkwL6zSM:&tbnh=89&tbnw=137&prev=/images?q=black+church&svnum=10&hl=en&lr=&rls=RNWE,RNWE:2005-07,RNWE:en&sa=N
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HPTN 061:  The 
BROTHERS Study


